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Fun and games at
Community Day – it’s
indoor curling

TIME TO GET FIT

The afternoon exercise session at our community day in
July proved to be a rip-roaring success. A mixed group
of nearly twenty members, mostly over sixty, enjoyed
activities ranging from seated exercises, through the
old style school gym class, to music-led routines. Sarah
Crossman (right), who leads the borough’s Active for
Health teams, skilfully persuaded everyone in the hall
to get involved at some level. And that’s the plan for
CCRA’s new exercise group, starting in October.
We have secured a council grant, allowing us
to run a pilot scheme of our own throughout this
coming autumn and winter.
It will be led by one of Sarah’s very experienced instructors and will take place at St
Richard’s Hall on Monday mornings from 11
o’clock, with activities for an hour from 11.30,
and time for a cuppa and a chat at the end. St
Luke’s Church, who own the hall, hope that, before
Christmas, they will be able to set up a regular lunch club
on the same day.
The first session will be on Monday, 7 October and for
20 Mondays after that with a short break at Christmas. It
will be designed for all ages and abilities but especially
for women and men between 50 and 80 and will be led by
Mandy Rawsthorne, who is skilled at arranging sessions so
that everyone can join in for at least part of the time. Those

taking part will be asked to complete a health registration
form and advised about what exercises are suitable. But
for just about everyone, some regular exercise can help
improve health, as well as providing fun and friendship in a
regular group.
The sessions will be free until the end of the year,
though we will expect you to be a member or associate
member of CCRA, which is just £7 a year. We intend
to keep the classes going permanently, so in the
new year we will discuss what might be a fair and
modest charge to cover the cost of hiring the hall
and paying an instructor when the grant runs out.
If we can build up to about 25 people regularly
involved that should be very possible. Mandy,
who is looking forward to starting the class, said:
“Exercise isn’t just about moving the physical
body. It’s also ‘exercising’ the mind and being
social. Please come along and try our new class. Lots
of alternatives will be given so that everyone is included
at the level that suits you.” So come along on Monday 7
October at 11am and give it a try.
■ If you’re not already a member check the
website (www.charltonresidents.net) or email
membership@charltonresidents.net or just call at
83 Swallowfield Road. For further information on the
classes email events@charltonresidents.net.

STOP PRESS:

CCRA’s annual general meeting will now be held on Thursday
10 October. Full details on PAGE 4. Come along and have your say. You’ll also be able to
hear more about the work of our local food bank. Please note change of date.
ONE OF OUR POPULAR QUIZ NIGHTS IS TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER, 7.30
AT ST RICHARD’S HALL. PIT YOUR WITS AGAINST THE CHAMPIONS! FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE SOON.
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Truepenny’s have won two Gold Awards
for Estate Agent & Letting Agent in SE10!
Should you be thinking about selling or letting your property
and would like to experience our Gold standards
then please call our office on 020 8858 9595
We look forward to hearing from you
Truepenny’s | 1A The Village, Charlton, London, SE7 8UG
www.truepennys.com | greenwich@truepennys.com | 0208 858 9595
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C C R A C H A I R J O D I E C O U G H L A N S AY S :

Charlton is the place to be!
I hope these few lines will be a summary of CCRA’s
activities over the past two years, a brief look at what’s
happening in the present, and an insight into what we can
look forward to in the future. First though, I want to publicly
thank both longstanding and new members of CCRA’s
Management Committee who beaver away, keeping the
ball rolling for the residents’ association. Thank you, every
one of you!
From my point of view, it’s a real privilege to be
able to support residents – where, when and in
whatever way possible. Representing the local
community in Charlton Central is never
dull. Of course, there are often serious
issues to be dealt with, but just as
often there is a lighter side to life in
Charlton – times when you can’t help
but laugh out loud, stand back and
admire the magic of being part of a
thriving, cohesive neighbourhood –
our hometown.
CCRA is 12 years old this month.
Our 10th anniversary party seems such
a long time ago. But I am glad to say that
so much has happened over the last couple
of years, as we continue to learn, grow, thrive and
get bolder in what we feel we can do. As residents
know well, CCRA runs a regular programme of events
throughout the calendar year: the popular Open Gardens
(this year in May); Community Day (July); Flower and
Produce Show (September); Quiz Night (November); and
Christmas Fayre – not to mention the annual Carol Singing
nights (December).
In addition to all these things, it has been an actionpacked summer on the streets of Charlton Central, as well

Grapevine

as the wider Charlton area. The Planning Action Group
continues to be busy (see pages 6 and 8); there has been
significant police activity in the area (see pages 5 and 12)
and of course there’s always CAFC (see page 10).
In June, CCRA ran a Guess the Weight of the Cake
competition for St Richard’s Day, while in July a group of
local children (next generation CCRA-ers!) ran a superb
pop-up cake stall. In August another stall run by Charlton
Central Neighbourhood Watch popped-up at the end of
Wellington Gardens, promoting tips and advice on
personal and home security for local residents.
What’s ahead of us? We are now
looking forward to our many interest
groups starting up again for the autumn:
Playing Out, Knit & Natter, and the
Singing Group to name a few. From
the beginning of October our brand
new exercises classes (see page
1) will be held at St Richard’s Hall,
giving residents a chance to meet and
make new and old friends. On Thursday
evening, 10 October, CCRA will hold its
Annual General Meeting at St Richard’s
Hall, where we will elect the new committee
for 2019/2020 and are delighted to have a speaker
from Greenwich Food Bank. All in all, as we approach the
end of the committee year 2018/2019, and with 2020 on
the horizon, I would strongly encourage more and more
residents to get involved with the different aspects of the
residents’ association – where and when you can. If there
is something you would like to run with, get in touch.
However big or small your part is, what is really important
is that you play an active part in your local community.
Eagerly anticipating the next 12 months, yours warmly!

The Old Cottage Coffee Shop

Comments, feedback, queries or material for the
next edition of Grapevine should be emailed to:
grapevine@charltonresidents.net by 11 November.
Alternatively, phone Joy Ogden on 020 8293 3034 or
Bob Smith on 020 8853 2697.
Grapevine reaches more than 1,000 homes and
retail outlets, in our designated area and beyond. To
advertise contact grapevine@charltonresidents.net.
Rates for individuals and small businesses: small ads
up to 15 words plus contact details: £10 for 1 issue,
£30 for 4. Panel ads single column 8cmx8cm: £40 for
1-4 issues, £35 for 5+. Other sizes please enquire.
Check your local noticeboard, the next
Grapevine, our website (please note new address
charltonresidents.net); Twitter (@ccra_se7) and
Facebook (www. facebook.com/centralcharlton) for
details of CCRA events.

A traditional tea shop serving high
quality tea, coffee & snacks
Open everyday from 10am in Charlton Park

Closes 4pm in winter
and 5pm in summer
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12 years on – still going strong!
On Thursday 10 October, CCRA will be holding its twelfth annual general
meeting. Everyone is warmly invited to join us. The agenda for the
formal meeting required by our constitution is shown below.
After the formal business there will be a talk from Alan Robinson about the work
of our local food bank. Tea, coffee and biscuits available free of charge.

Charlton Central Residents’ Association
Annual General Meeting
Thursday 10th October 2019 at 7.30 pm St Richard’s Hall, Swallowfield Road

Doors open at 7.15 pm
Formal business including election of Officers and Committee Members will begin promptly at 7.30

AGENDA
1 Welcome and introduction
2 Apologies
3 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 4 October
2018. These are available on the CCRA website
(www.charltonresidents.net) or in hard copy from the
Chair 07823 777152
4 Matters arising
5 Report from the Chair of the Association
6 Report from the Secretary
7 Report from the Treasurer including statement of
accounts and Auditor’s report
8 Any proposed changes to the constitution.
These require a two thirds majority and must
have been submitted in writing to the Chair
chair@charltonresidents.net or 4 Delafield Road by
Thursday 19 September.

9 Election of officers: Chair, Vice-chair, Secretary
and Treasurer. Nominations for officers must be
submitted in writing, proposed and seconded,
to the Chair Jodie Coughlan 4 Delafield Road or
chair@charltonresidents.net by 8.00 pm on Thursday
26 September.
10 Election of management committee (MC). Please
consider joining MC or nominate a neighbour.
We need active members to enhance the work
of CCRA. Nomination can be submitted to
chair@charltonresidents.net in advance or you can sign
up on the night.
11 Resolutions: Written submission must be submitted to
the Chair by Thursday 19 September.
12 Any other business.

Everyone in the CCRA area can attend the AGM and the rest of the evening but only paid
up full members can vote, make nominations or submit resolutions. Those attending may
join the Association on the night. Associate members are not eligible to vote.
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Flight numbers take off
London City Airport, just across the
river, dealt with 4.8 million passengers
last year. Their new masterplan aims
to increase that figure to 11 million by
2035. On page 52 of their 85-page
consultation document, they outline
changes in flight times for which they
are seeking approval. At present there
are no flights from 12.30 on Saturday
to 12.30 on Sunday. The airport wants
to end this 24 hour ‘quiet time’, agreed

when its focus was on business
flights, in order to extend tourist traffic.
They also plan to increase the
number of flights in the early morning,
6.30 to 7.00, when only 6 movements
are allowed and the limit of 400 flights
a YEAR in the evenings, between
22.00 and 22.30, which are effectively
for emergencies.
Most of the rest of the glossy
document is devoted to persuading

us that planes are getting cleaner
and quieter and will use less fuel and
that somehow the whole operation
will be carbon neutral so we really
have nothing whatsoever to be
concerned about. You can read it all
at londoncityairport.com/consultation;
responses have to be submitted by
Friday 20 September and the final
plan will be submitted by the end of
the year.

Neighbourhood Watch News
Earlier in the year, there was bad news
about increased crime in the area, but
following some arrests and successful
community policing the situation has
substantially improved. Following a spike
in local burglaries the police have made
two arrests, one of which has been
linked to at least a dozen cases. After
a peak of 60 burglaries in three months
this dropped to zero in July.
Many members have contacted
us about police cars parked for 24
hours for nearly a week in the alley off

Wellington Gardens behind the shops
in Charlton Church Lane. Police were
seeking forensic evidence related to a
serious assault which took place out of
the area, so local people were never in
danger. Four people have been arrested.
We’ve been made aware of a
number of thefts of catalytic converters
around the area. If you see someone
acting suspiciously in a supermarket car
park contact the parking security and
the store immediately.
Charlton Central Neighbourhood

Watch co-ordinators are:
Calydon – Dhesi: 07816 548581
Delafield – Annie: 0208 305 1484 /
Brenda: 07939 090676
Inverine – Cathy: 07989415 473/
Jonathan: 07875 054597
Nadine/Gollogly – Lydia:
07956 207155
Swallowfield – Heather:
07836 559420
Elliscombe – Michelle: 07957 275739
■■ For further details check out the
website (ccnwatch.org).
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G R EENWICH WINTER
N IG H T SHELT ER

A real difference

St Richard’s Church Centre in Swallowfield Road will be hosting
Saturday nights for Greenwich Winter Night Shelter from
mid-November until the end of March (except for a couple of
Saturdays when it will be hosted at St
Thomas’ Church), and we are looking
for volunteers to help with this most
worthwhile cause.
Every winter, thousands of people in
the UK end up with no home. It’s a national
problem and sometimes it feels like there is
nothing we can do. But there is.
Greenwich Winter Night Shelter is a team of people from local
churches and communities who provide beds, food and company for
people without a home. Over winter months, volunteers give a few
hours each week, helping dozens of
‘I got so much back from
people get back on their feet.
providing a few simple
Would you like to join a team
things: a hot meal, a bed
that makes a big difference to
and a warm welcome’
people’s lives?
Lorna, GWNS volunteer
Volunteers are needed for
evening, overnight and breakfast shifts – particularly overnight and
breakfast shifts. The Shelter operates at a different venue each night
of the week, and full training is provided.
■■ For more information, please contact GWNS Project Manager,
Helen Othen: gwnsprojectmgr@gmail.com.

CHA RLTO N
NE IG HBO U RHO OD
F O RU M

A new voice
The last edition of Grapevine contained an
article alerting residents to a new proposal
for the Charlton area. Charlton Together, a
group of local residents’ associations and
amenity groups have banded together to form
a Neighbourhood Forum. Around 50 people
attended the initial meeting of The Forum on
Saturday 13 July 2019. The Forum aims to
ensure the business and residential community
in Charlton have a ‘voice’ in any new developments in
our area. It
is important
that we
have good
development
that respects the uniqueness of Charlton and
creates genuine communities and not just
dormitory housing.
■■ If you’d like to join The Forum or know more
about developments in the area then contact:
http://charltonneighbourhoodforum.com.

Express Print Solutions
Business Cards
Letterheads
Compliment Slips
Flyers & Leaflets

Express Print Solutions provide a huge range of premium quality print
products available on a next day delivery. Our products range from
Business Cards, Printed Stationery, Leaflets, Posters and all
promotional and point of sale printing.
We also offer a cost reduction service and online ordering system that makes
all your needs simple to manage, and will give
you the time to take your business forward.

For more information call us on

020 3488 3085

Playing Cards
Calenders
Fridge Magnets
Order of Service

Or visit

Banners
Posters

The Solution To Your Print

www.expressprintsolutions.co.uk
Quote GV10 for 10% OFF your first order**for new customers only

Unit 8 Ropery Business Park, Anchor & Hope Lane, London, SE7 7RX

Invitations
& Much More

The Solution To Your Print
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Meatballs,
mindfulness
… and
make-overs

Above: Ikea employee
Herminia shows off
her recycled T-shirt
shopping bag
Right: Dinah Moro and her
‘Zen garden’ miniature
trough (below)
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Almost every day there is something happening in Ikea’s
Charlton store, It has two unique community spaces – the
Roof Top Pavilion, and the Learning Lab, where regular
workshops, of around one to two hours, are held. The
Learning Lab focuses on sustainability, upcycling and
recycling, where you can learn practical skills from using
a sewing machine to drilling a hole in the wall to hang
a picture.
All workshops are free to people with an Ikea Family
card. The Lab is fully equipped with sewing machines,
dressmaking scissors, as well as paints, glue guns and
power tools. Some such as power tools are listed as ‘not
suitable for children’, but others are allowed if accompanied. Most of the materials – such as cardboard, wooden
pallets used to transport the store’s goods, old textiles and
broken furniture – are being given a second life and are
free, though occasionally, depending on the product, there
might be a small charge.
The workshops are linked to seasonal activity: for
instance, in the winter there was a ‘Cosy Home’ session. In
spring there were sessions on organising, de-cluttering, or
re-purposing things, then in summer there was a project on
picnics and one focusing on plastic-free storage.
CCRA member Dinah Moro, of Sundorne Road, who
had already attended 25 workshops when we spoke in
August, is just one enthusiastic supporter of the scheme.
She reels off a list of things she has made from a
variety of Ikea’s cast-offs including ex-display items,
wooden crates, cardboard, fabric and wooden coathangers, then shows me the finished products. These
include a ‘Zen garden’, which started out as a mini version
of a raised bed for the garden, made with bed slats,
to show them the construction technique. Dinah says:
“Most things we make are fine as they are and don’t need
changing but others you can adapt slightly. That wasn’t
a Zen garden but I really liked it so I adapted it, which
was fun.”
She adds: “I really like it, I’ve had a go at putting a zip
into a tiny messenger bag, which I’d never done before.
We’re just learning how to do different techniques. I
also like that it’s free to join Ikea Family and they list the
workshops and it’s nice because you bump into people
and make friends, it’s social, it’s interesting – makes you
think, ‘I’ve never done a zip, never used a sewing machine,
never used a drill’ – you just try it, it’s like being a child,
losing that inhibition, that says ‘I can’t’.”
■ To find out about the events in the Learning
Lab copy the link below and click on it:
https://events.ikea.com/gb/en/events/#/store/greenwich
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SE London Camra pub of the year 2019
SE London Camra cider pub of the year 2019
SPBW Greater London pub of the year 2019
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PUB LIC INQUIRY ON R IV E RS ID E P L A NS

Rockwell appeals against
Mayor of London’s decision
What happens on the Charlton riverside is set to be hugely
influenced by the outcome of a Public Inquiry due to take
place at the end of November. Rockwell’s proposals for a
high, dense and ugly development adjacent to Anchor and
Hope Lane were rejected, first by Greenwich’s planning
board last summer, and then by the Mayor of London,
Sadiq Khan, last January. But the company has appealed
to the central government’s Planning Inspectorate and
this will lead to a Planning Inquiry, scheduled to start
on Tuesday 19 November. Up to 12 days have been set
aside for the Inquiry, and because the GLA refusal was the
final decision, they are what is called the lead defending
authority, so it may take place at City Hall.
Normally, three inspectors are appointed to look at
all the evidence and representations, from both of the
previous hearings and whatever is brought forward at the
inquiry. The inquiry will be open to the public who can
participate in two ways: they can make individual written
submissions, which will have to made by 17 September
and there will be an opportunity for local people and organisations to speak directly to the inspectors at the inquiry.
To be able to do so will require being present at the start of
proceedings, normally at 10 o’clock in the morning.
After it finishes, the inspectors will make a further visit
to the site and in due course will announce their decision.
Meanwhile, another developer, Montreux, based in Staines,
has purchased the Stones Foundry’s 11-acre site and
announced its intention to build 1,500 homes targeted at
young professionals commuting into central London. This
will mean even more concentration on one-bedroom and
studio flats at the expense of the family housing which is
so desperately needed.
On a more positive note, Hyde Housing Association
accepted an invitation to a joint meeting with Charlton
Together, at which we had a useful exchange of views
on Hyde’s current proposals. They have a significant
commitment to providing 50% ‘affordable’, much of it at
low rents, but there remain very serious concerns about

height and density and the low level of family housing.
The company U+I, with their plans for part of the
Westminster Industrial Site, which include demolishing the
listed Faraday building, have asked Charlton Together for a
similar meeting.
Including Rockwell, there are now five proposals at,
different stages of development, which add up to about
4,500 flats but no houses on a relatively small proportion
of the area covered by the council’s Charlton Riverside
Masterplan. Initially, it proposed 3500 – 5000 new homes
over the whole area, but by the time it was finalised in 2017
it suggested up to 7500 homes were possible subject to
further infrastructure work. The London plan now says
8,000. And the Masterplan commits to a minimum of 50%
family housing, including houses and flats.
Taken together the five developers proposals show
a co-ordinated disregard for the central vision in the
Masterplan: “a residentially diverse Charlton Riverside”
where “housing will be provided at a human scale, typically
provided at 3 to 6 storeys”. If Rockwell’s proposals are
given approval, the other developers will be encouraged
to pursue their high rise and high density plans which
could lead to something like 18000 homes on site! What
happens this autumn at the inquiry and in negotiations with
the developers will determine whether Charlton riverside
becomes a vibrant sustainable community or a soulless
dormitory like so much of the new London riverside.
If you’d like to get involved you can contact:
■■ Dave Picton at djgpicton@gmail.com or phone 07562
652767.
■■ David Gayther at davidgayther@hotmail.com or phone
07979 694131.
■■ Jane Bland at janebland22@hotmail.co.uk.
■■ Information about making a submission can be found
on the CCRA website (charltonresidents.net). You can
also find guidance on this at www.gov.uk/government/
publications/apply-for-rule-6-status-on-a-planningappeal-or-called-in-application

RUCKSACK MUSIC
WEDNESDAYS IN TERM TIME – Drop in at 1pm for a cuppa and cake!
St Richard’s Church Centre, Corner of Sundorne & Swallowfield Road, Charlton SE7 7NR
Drop in for a cuppa & cake hosted by St Luke’s Church from 1 to 1:50pm –
then… RUCKSACK MUSIC 1:50 to 2:50pm
(£5 one child / £3.50 conc; £8/£5 conc for two children) call Cathy: 07951 445570
www.rucksackmusic.co.uk
follow us on Facebook or Twitter
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I heard it on the Grapevine
COMMUNITY GROUPS
Walking group
Dodging wind and rain has been a feature this summer
but Walkers must have kept their fingers crossed because
we were lucky with each of our walks. Chislehurst was
the start of our June walk through woodland and pleasant
paths to Hawkwood, a National Trust property, then on
to the large, ancient woodlands of Petts Wood. We also
found the commemorative sundial to William Willett – the
promoter of British Summer Time in the 19th century. In
July it was a return to Beckenham Place Park. A new lake
with plans for wild swimming was not open as after its
official opening it had to be closed for safety concerns.
The mansion café and upper floors for art displays were
open but the planned new restaurant has yet to be
completed. The day was rounded off with a concert from
the local Rock Choir. August was another easy journey
to Canning Town where we did a circular walk around
Leamouth, following the loop in the River Lea near its end
where it meets the Thames. The area’s past has successfully enhanced the huge developments currently underway
– East India Dock now a bird sanctuary; warehouses and
industrial sheds now places of very different employment.
At Trinity Buoy Wharf the only lighthouse in London offered
great views of the O2 opposite and where a thousand
year long composition plays. ‘Longplayer’ started on 31
December 1999 and will play without repetition until the
very end of 2999! Refreshments were taken in a café that
had a taxi on its roof with a tree ‘growing’ out of it! For
more information or for details of future walks contact Jill
at jillmo@btinternet.com.)

at Cattleya. We are always interested in gaining new
members, whatever your instrument or level of experience,
and reading music is not essential. If you are interested in
joining the group, please contact Chris on 020 8858 7377.
Knit and Knatter
Come along and join in. Everyone is welcome whether
you’re a non-knitter or an expert. We specialise in charity
knits but you can always bring along your own project. We
promise advice, expertise, cake and excellent nattering. All
sessions are on Tuesdays, 2.00 – 4.00 pm in St Richard’s
Hall, Swallowfield Road – 17 Sept, 29 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec.
We are particularly grateful to Rowan Wool who continue
to sponsor our group. We have just received another
wonderful box of yarn which we will put to extremely good
use. Thank you Rowan.
Book Group
We’ve had some interesting reads recently – as always –
which have sparked discussion and debate – as always!
In May we read Washington Black by Esi Edugyan and
then in June we returned to one of our favourite writers,
Barbara Kingsolver, for her new novel, Unsheltered. Our
most recent read was Warlight by Michael Ondaatje – we
liked the balance of narrative and reflection and thought
the theme relating to childhood boundaries seemed to be
a development from his earlier book Cat’s Table. Our next
book is An American Marriage by Tayari Jones for the next
gathering which will be on Wednesday 25 September, and
we’ll be meeting on Tuesday 15 October too. For more
details or to join, please contact Zoe31well@hotmail.com.

Singing Group

Charlton Community Gardens

We will be resuming on September 2 after the summer
break and will continue to meet fortnightly on Mondays
after that. We sing a varied selection of songs, both in
unison and with harmonies. We are always happy to
welcome new members, whatever your level of experience.
Although we do give occasional performances, the group
is really about singing for our own pleasure, and there’s
no pressure to attend every session. Remaining dates for
sessions this year are: 16, 30 Sept; 14, 28 Oct; 11, 25 Nov;
9 Dec. If you are interested in joining, please contact Chris
on 020 8858 7377.

Green habits will get a boost from the new water fountain
installed near the station exit to the 486 bus stop on
the far side of the concourse. Charlton Community
Gardens is suggesting that any old stale water in
your bottles be dumped on the plants growing in the
raised beds. Every little bit will help. Our AGM for 2019
will be held at Cattleya during our winter social on
Tuesday 2 December from 7 o’clock. Check the website
(charltoncommunitygardens.org.uk) for details of this and
regular activities.
Playing out

Instrumental Music Group (‘SE7’)
Members of the group were busy at the end of July. Some
of us played for the GFMA Ceilidh at Mycenae House
on July 26, and then we had a successful evening at
Cattleya on 28 July. We hope to organise other playing
opportunities during the autumn, including more evenings

Playing out sessions will resume in September in
Sundorne Road. They run from 3.45 to 5.30 on alternate
Wednesdays. Dates for this term will be 25 September; 9
and 23 October; 6 and 20 November. 4 December will be
our last session before the winter break. For more details
email playingoutse7@gmail.com.
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... A view from the terraces

A fantastic start
Barely had the dust settled on the Wembley pitch where
Charlton were triumphant in a play-off final that sent them
into the championship, when reality came calling. Pundits
pointed the traditional finger of scorn at our boys and
predicted them as prime candidates for relegation.
Oh, ye of little faith! Charlton are back and mean
business. Five games in and we have won three and
drawn two and we are third in the division! Only two points
separate us from division leaders Leeds and second club
Swansea. Yet it might have been so different. Owner
Roland Duchatelet nearly lost his brilliant manager in a new
contract wrangle.
We lost Joe Aribo to Rangers (where he has already
scored five goals) and we lost Patrick Bauer our key
defender and scorer of the crucial Wembley play-off final
goal. The German had said early in the season that if
Charlton failed to gain promotion he would leave. Well, we
got promotion and he left anyway saying that Charlton:
“Lacked ambition.” He chose Preston, a move that may
prove less than sagacious come season’s end.
And then Anfernee Diksteel went, a young full back
of great promise enticed away by more money than
Duchatelet was ever going to offer. It nearly got much
worse when Brentford and then Middlesbrough put in
million pound bids for our iconic super star striker Lyle
Taylor. Perhaps more than anyone, Taylor was instrumental

in our promotion push, scoring 21 goals. But for once
Duchatelet actually worked for the team and said Taylor
was not for sale. There were anxious moments as we
waited for the transfer window to close, but Taylor stayed
and our hopes for the new season soared.
There was other good news as new players came
through the doors. Bowyer and his team of scouts have
brought in some exciting new prospects and, crucially,
re-signing Josh Cullen from West Ham on another season’s
loan. Cullen was the midfield mastermind last season who
did so much to keep us in the promotion chase. There was
another surprise when Johnny Williams booked a place
back in the squad. His speed, agility and overall ability
can only add to the side’s potential, and his assist in the
win over Brentford was outstanding. The drama didn’t
end there with Bowyer himself being linked with a job at
Huddersfield, reputedly on a much more lucrative contract.
But Bowyer is a Charlton man with red and white blood
in his veins. He told the Press: “I’m happy here. I’ve heard
nothing from Huddersfield. We are building something
special here.”
So we kicked off in a better frame of mind, though the
first match – away at Blackburn Rovers – looked a tough
prospect. We won 2-1. That man Taylor was on the score
sheet, proving his immense value, and the boys gave a
good all round performance to deserve victory.
The following Saturday was the first home match since
the play-offs. There were 17,500 in the Valley to watch
Charlton pull off a convincing 3-1 win over Stoke (tipped
for promotion). Lyle Taylor opened our account with a fine
individual goal fired in from outside the box. New signing
Chuks Aneke got on the scoresheet six minutes after his
debut with a well placed goal and Cullen was quickly into
his stride and made a significant impact on the game,
setting up a set piece corner for exciting new boy Conor
Gallagher to hit home.
Ok, there’s a whole season to go, but the signs are
there that we can defy the naysayers and give the rest
of this division plenty to think about. We have brought in
14 new players on contract or loan and everyone looks
right for the job. Bowyer has said his main aim is to avoid
relegation. Secretly I think he’s expecting more but in his
pragmatic way he cautions: “We can’t get carried away.”
On current form safety will be achieved long before the end
of hostilities, giving us scope to stay in contention and hit
the high spots.
Crongers fissed. COYR’s!
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SILVER TOWN TUNNEL
LATEST

Legal action and
objections delay
work on project
Early in the summer, Transport for London awarded the
contract to design and build the Tunnel to a consortium of
five companies called Riverlinx.
But the rival bidder has taken legal action against
TfL and as a result the contract has not been signed.
Meanwhile some climate change, environmental and
transport experts have written to Sadiq Khan asking him to
pause the £1 billion scheme.
Extinction Rebellion also stopped traffic at the
Angerstein roundabout on Woolwich Road in early August.
It seems unlikely that any work will start this year.

Tree – mendous!!!!
On 9 August Extinction Rebellion protesters opposed
to the planned new Silvertown Tunnel blocked the
traffic on Woolwich Road, near the roundabout under
the Blackwall Tunnel approach road
Picture courtesy of Transpontine blog

Tree maintenance work has been carried out at
Charlton House. Twelve trees were identified as ‘high
risk’ and have been felled. A further five trees had died
and have also been removed. It has been suggested
that trees will be replaced and that where possible the
wood from the trees will be used to create ornaments
or benches

Greenwich performing at its best Good news from
From 4 to 13 October in and around
Greenwich there will be something
for everyone in the Greenwich
Performs festival.
The programme includes
classical and contemporary music,
jazz, photography, music and
lyric workshops, dance, a vegan
Oktoberfest in Greenwich Market and
a community Fun Palace.
Simon Callow will be performing
his one man Dickens show in the
iconic Cutty Sark.

If you don’t manage to get to
anything else don’t miss Emergency
Exit Arts’ firework display on Friday
4 October – 7.30 to 8.30 at The
Point (part of Blackheath overlooking
the Thames). The display will be
supported by music and, even better,
it’s free!
■■ To find out more, to see the full
event schedule or to book tickets,
please visit visitgreenwich.org.uk/
greenwichperforms, or contact
Kathryn McDowell on 07803 721 059.

Charlton House

In addition to Charlton residents’
favourite – the Old Cottage Café, and
Charlton House’s Mulberry Tearooms,
Charlton House now offers additional
evening dining possibilities. On
Friday evenings, all day Saturday and
Sunday, L’Arte Della Pizza – pizza, ice
cream, wine, what’s not to like. Check
it out! Details on Charlton House’s
website www.greenwichheritage.org/
visit/charlton-house.
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Dates for
your diary
Monday 7 October
Exercise classes begin
St. Richard’s Hall
11 am See page 1 for details
Thursday 10 October
CCRA AGM (please note
change of date)
Doors open 7.15 for
prompt start at 7.30
St. Richard’s Hall
Full details on page 4
Saturday 16 November
Quiz night
7.30 at St. Richard’s Hall
Further details on
website (charltonresidents.net)
or local noticeboards
Saturday 7 December
CCRA Family Christmas Social
Full details available in next Grapevine
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The importance of
reporting crime
‘No point in reporting this, the police can’t do anything’ – is something
we often hear but it is very important that every crime is reported.
Because of our reporting, our Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) have
been able to argue for additional resources in our area. This has made a
massive difference and resulted in:
●● additional uniform and covert plain clothes patrols, especially at night;
●● better engagement and dispersal of those committing anti-social
behaviour around the shops and station;
●● stronger enforcement actions and the ability to draw on specialist
teams such as the Gang Unit and automatic number plate recognition
technology.
Keep on reporting and help our SNT to help us.
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