
We’re just wild about our 
gardens in central Charlton and 

spring is the perfect time to get 
out there and enjoy. So CCRA’s 

Spring Social is the ideal event to 
combine fun, flora and fauna, because 

this year, our annual event is 
all about wildlife in urban 

gardens, from foxes to 
falcons, from squirrels 
to starlings, from 
beetles to bats. If you 
want to know anything 
about the wildlife living 

around us, then our Spring 
Social is the place to be.
Come along to St Richard’s 

Church Hall in Swallowfield Road on 
Saturday 26 March from 2-5 pm and 

join us for the official launch of 
our CCRA Wildlife Watch.

This will take place over 
Easter – from 11-22 April and 
we will be asking residents to 
identify the wildlife they 
see in their gardens 

and our streets. Send 
detai ls back to us 

for processing and we 
will let you know the results 

in the next issue of Grapevine. 
Spotter guides and instruc-

tions will be available at the 
Spring Social.

You can find out about how 
best to attract and support local 
wildlife. There will be experts 
on hand to give information and 

advice, and residents who have 
an interest in nature will be giving 

a series of short talks.

Discover the life of the 
resident bees of Charlton 
House, how they travel up to 
three miles from their hives in 

search of food, so they could be 
in your garden this year. We’ll have Bee 

Keepers from Charlton House to 
tell us all about them and 
how you can create a 
nectar café for their 
buzzing protégés.

M e m b e r s  o f 
Charlton Community 

Gardens wi l l  be on 
hand to discuss their work. 

There are also plans to launch a 
seed exchange.

All the usual stalls and activities will 
be available for everyone and there will 
be a spring-garden themed raffle 
and tombola.

Appropriately, there will be a 
wildlife photography exhibition 

and entries will be displayed 
at the Social. 

P h o t o s  s h o u l d 
be taken within the 
CCRA area.

Judging and prize 
giving will also take place at 

the Social.
F o r  d e t a i l s  g o  t o 

charltonresidents.net or call 
Jacqui on 0771 774 2886.
For any other information 

about the event or if you would 
like to help, contact Jonathan 
(CCRA Chair) on 0787 505 4597.

F ree  tea ,  co f fee  and 
homemade cake will be available. 

We hope to see you there!
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Christmas at Old Cottage Coffee Shop
Michael Lauricourt and his partner Mimi 
(left, preparing Christmas lunches with a 
volunteer), generously used to treat residents 
spending the festive season alone to free 
Christmas lunches in their Old Cottage Coffee 
Shop in Charlton Park, until the pandemic 
kicked in.

Since then, with their volunteers, they 
have cooked and packed 30 free hot 
Christmas lunches in bags, provided 30 
bags of presents and delivered them to 
residents’ homes.

Michael and Mimi say many of the 
presents came from kind local people, 
they bought more from donations, then 
gave the £446 remaining to Greenwich and 
Bexley Hospice.

They said: “We didn’t tweet asking for 
donations of presents or money – our helpers 
only found out at the Coffee Shop.

“We feel what’s special about 2021 
Christmas bags for the elderly is that 
everything is from our community.”

Membership 
Matters – 
it’s never 
been easier 
to renew or 
join CCRA
It’s that time of year when membership fees 
are due, or maybe finally time to join CCRA?

CCRA members join forces to maintain 
the strong sense of community we have 
developed and volunteers work hard to 
influence local policy making, monitor 
planning applications, improve our environ-
ment, put on community events and 
much more.

The more members we have the greater 
our influence and the more we can do.

Membership costs £12.00 for a family/
household, £7.00 for individuals, £5.00 
for students or those on benefits, £10 
for Businesses.

How to renew or join CCRA
It’s easier than ever to renew or join this 

year, you can complete:
 ● the form with this Grapevine, or
 ● a new online form at 
www.charltonresidents.net > Join Us

 ● call or text 07717742886 for a printed 
membership form 
to be delivered

 ● scan the 
QR code to go 
straight to the 
new online forms 
or a membership 
form ready for 
printing.

Send completed forms (not those 
completed online) to: Jacqui Mitchell 
(Membership Secretary), 83 Swallowfield 
Road, SE77NT.

If sending money or a cheque, please put 
everything in an envelope with your details 
on the front.

If you have queries or need a 
printed form, contact Jacqui on 
membership@charltonresidents.net or 
call 07717742886.

Huge thanks to everyone who supported 
CCRA in 2021.

We continue to grow. Join us today.

CAROL SINGING
CCRA carol singers raised £665 (+ online donations) for Greenwich 
Foodbank and brought Christmassy sounds to the neighbourhood.

Christmas Fayre
CCRA’s Christmas Fayre 
was a great community 
event thanks to all those who 
made it happen. The music, 
the singing, lights, stalls, 
Christmas cup-cakes, hamper 
and the children’s games, 
the Christmas jumpers, all 
 contributed to a great day.

CHRISTMAS IN CHARLTON 2021
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This stunning panorama of CCRA’s 
heartland was captured by sharp-eyed 
photographer Iain Cameron from the top 
of St Luke’s Church tower last October.

Leafy Elliscombe Road is clearly 
visible in the left foreground.

Iain took advantage of a rare 
open invitation made by the church 
to coincide with Horn Fair in nearby 
Charlton Park.

He climbed the 110 winding steps 
to the top and enjoyed the spectacular 
views right across the river to the hills 
in Essex.

Teacher Iain, who lives in Charlton 
Lane, explained: “I saw the church 
invitation and decided to have a look. It 
was well worth the climb.

“The weather was perfect and the 
views were amazing. Charlton looks 
very green and very different from 
up there.”

Churchwarden Rick Newman 
said: “The view is spectacular. It’s 360 
degrees and with good visibility you 
can see to Essex one way and right into 
Kent the other.

“The tower opening was a huge 

success. We did another one in the 
evening in November and the views 
again were breath-taking. We would like 
to put a flag on top.

“We are looking to open up the 
tower more regularly. At the moment 
there is no charge but we invite visitors 
to make a donation to help with the 
upkeep of the church. It’s a very old 
building and needs a lot of TLC.”

The 17th century tower has long 
dominated the local skyline and was a 
recognised navigational landmark for 
ships on the Thames.

Kathleen Wade who had lived 
in Delafield Road for more 
than forty years sadly died on 
21 December 2021 just a few 
weeks after being diagnosed 
with untreatable cancer. Her 
three daughters, Caroline, 
Suzi and Jen, cared for her 
throughout her short illness. 
Her funeral was held on 17 
January 2022. She will be 
greatly missed by family, friends 
and neighbours.

Obituaries
It is with great sadness that we say 
goodbye to Jim Gillman who died in 
January. He was a friend and advocate 
for everyone and everything in Charlton; 
a Greenwich councillor for decades 
and Mayor on two occasions. He was 
warm, kind and generous, always ready 
to go out of his way to help anyone in 
need and to find practical solutions to 
problems, whether in the town hall or in 
the community. Charlton has lost a great 
champion. Our thoughts are with Janet 
and their family.

VIEW FROM 
THE TOP
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
TAKE PLACE THIS MAY
The once every four years elections for Greenwich Council are 
due in a couple of months, on Thursday 5 May. Because our 
population is growing, mostly in the north of the borough, the 
size of the council will increase by four to 55 members.

What has been Charlton Ward for 20 years, with three 
councillors, will become two wards with two members each. 

Our CCRA area will become part of Charlton Village and 
Riverside Ward. As the title indicates, it will include the village 
and existing housing going downhill from the village but also 
the riverside area east from Anchor and Hope Lane, where at 
present only Atlas and Derrick Gardens is residential. But by 
the next election in 2026 there will probably be hundreds of 
new homes already occupied and many more to come.

The other side of Victoria Way down to the railway bridge 
will become the new Charlton Hornfair Ward; then the 
boundary very roughly is a section of the main railway, our side 

of the motorway, along Shooters Hill Road to past Hornfair 
Park and south of Charlton Park.

Some of the oldest parts of Charlton, such as Gurdon 
Road, Troughton Road and Woolwich Road from the 
Antigallican to the fly-over, as well as the new housing off 
Victoria Way, will be in Peninsular Ward.

Where you vote will be in the ward in which you live. 
So, it is likely that everyone in the CCRA area will vote at 
St Richard’s Hall in Swallowfield Road, including those who 
live at the top of Elliscombe Road, who currently vote at 
Mascall’s. As usual, we will all get a voting card making that 
very clear.

CCRA is non-party political, but we do think local 
democracy is important and would encourage everyone over 
18 to vote. If necessary, you can register for a postal vote until 
around the fourth week in March.

DRIVE-THRU IN ASDA 
BLESSING OR CURSE?
The owners of ASDA have submitted a planning application 
for a restaurant in the car park, to include take away and 
drive-thru facilities. This is likely to be a KFC, which is also 
owned by the same company, EG Group. There is already 
a grocery delivery service operating in the same car park. 
Despite ASDA’s owners claiming this will have little impact 
on traffic in Charlton, this is hard to believe. Then there is 
the pollution from cars idling with engines running while 
waiting to be served, plus extra traffic adding to the queues 
trying to exit the shopping park, frequently stuck in queues 
for 20 minutes or more. McDonald’s meanwhile, already has 
permission to rebuild a much bigger restaurant with many 
more drive-thru kiosks. Again, adding to the number of cars 
sitting with engines running. In among the documents for 
the application is a 22-page travel plan framework, which 
spends a great deal of time talking about accessibility by 
public transport, pedestrian and cycle access. None of which 
would seem relevant with a drive-thru restaurant. Just imagine 
people arriving on the 177 bus and joining the drive-thru 
queue! You can find the application on Greenwich council’s 
website under Planning. The reference is 21/4446/F. If you 
wish to comment on this, you can email the planning officer at 
aaron.lau@royalgreenwich.gov.uk.

MONSTER ADS REJECTED
In our last edition we reported on the plan to put huge, 
 illuminated advertising signs up above the motorway fly-over 
above Woolwich Road. We’re pleased to report that it has 
been refused by the council’s planning department. However, 
the advertising industry are unlikely to give up on finding 
further sites locally.

INSPECTOR BACKS COUNCIL
An application to turn the ground floor shop at 60 Charlton 
Church Lane into two flats was turned down by the council 
last summer. The applicant chose to appeal to the planning 
inspectorate and the decision was announced last month. The 
inspector supported the council policy, designed to protect 
the shopping parade. If the council approves the applic-
ation from the Charlton Neighbourhood Forum, which is now 
under consideration, how we might regenerate what is a 
rather run-down row of shops could be an issue it will want 
to consider.

PLANN ING UPDATES
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Charlton Community Orchard 
volunteers’ efforts bear fruit
A report by Ruth Yeo

If you’ve been in Charlton Park, walking the dog, enjoying 
a beverage at the Old Cottage Coffee Shop or taking the 
little ones to the playground, you may have spotted some 
newish trees and other plants that have appeared in the past 
few years.

These are the Community Orchards planted by Charlton 
Community Gardens (CCG) to show different types of fruit that 
can be grown in a small space, including apples, pears, plums, 
cherries, quinces, fig and even a peach.

The bed nearest the café contains raspberries, 
currants, rhubarb and gooseberries along with herbs and 
seasonal bedding.

Funded by money from Greggs the bakers and local 
donors, the two orchards now comprise 26 trees, most on 
dwarf root stocks, which means they won’t grow too big, 
and fruit can be harvested without the need for ladders. 
Most of them could also be grown in containers so even if 
you only have a small area or balcony, you could still give it a 
try yourself.

Since 2021, CCG have carried out several community 

planting days assisted at different times by the Mayor of 
Greenwich, local councillors and other local volunteers, with 
help from the Charlton Park staff.

New trees and fruit bushes have been watered by pupils 
from Charlton Park Academy and regular passers-by, and the 
Café Orchard has also been the location for some of CCG’s 
regular Family Learning Events.

CCG has also planted bulbs – mainly daffodils and 
crocuses donated by Royal Borough of Greenwich (RBG) – 
around the fruit trees and, this winter, along the fences by the 
cricket pitch and playground, so look out for them coming 
up each spring to accompany the blossom on the fruit trees. 
Seeds and flowering plants such as poppies, hollyhocks and 
sunflowers have also been provided by local people.

Information lecterns at each site show the layout, fruit 
varieties and – in the Café Orchard – seasonal recipes.

 ■ If you’d like more information about Charlton Community 
Gardens go to charltoncommunitygardens.org.uk.

 ■ If you’d like to support their work of greening Charlton, 
contact them on charltoncommunitygardens@gmail.com.

The Queen is encouraging everyone to plant a tree this year to mark her 
Platinum Jubilee (see queensgreencanopy.org). With the support of Gary 
Dillon and Linda Perks, two of our local councillors, and RBG’s highways 
officer, Darren Little, Charlton is now able to contribute to both Jubilee 
celebrations and carbon capture.

CCRA is delighted to be able to report that eight trees have finally been 
planted in Charlton Church Lane – a contribution to a cleaner, greener 
Charlton. It should be noted that this has only happened as a result of five 
years of determined effort by former CCRA chairs Jodie Coughlan and 
Brenda Taggart. CCRA has taken a strong lead in pursuing this develop-
ment to create a better environment and it will provide a lasting legacy of 
our community association.

Charlton’s trees and the Queen’s Green Canopy
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As Sherlock Holmes would say: “Something’s afoot.” There 
certainly seems to be down at the Valley after our 0-4 
thumping by Oxford on 19 February. I’ve just sent an Uber 
Hansom cab to 221B Baker Street to fetch the famous sleuth 
down to Floyd Road to unearth clues as to what is going 
wrong. It maybe that by the time of our next Grapevine, all will 
be revealed.

Owner Thomas Sandgaard would only say: “It was a 
poor performance.” Johnny Jackson said: “It hurts.” 
Mysteriously the normally animated manager never 
left his dugout seat, leaving the supervi-
sion to understudy, Jason Euell. Less 
than elementary.

That’s three consecutive defeats 
in a row and the nature of the loss 
to Oxford – under ex-Charlton boss 
Karl Robinson – was especially 
hard for us stalwarts to take, 
including as it did, six yellow cards 
and one red.

It’s fair to say we have a 
serious injury problem with our 
three main strikers unavailable for 
selection. Difficult to play without your 
designated hitmen. But no one stepped 
up to fill the roles.

Play was flat and uninspired and we had 
to sit in the terraces watching a surging Oxford 
team run rings round us. They are now fourth and looking 
like promotion candidates. We are now 16th and looking like a 
relegation side.

Unless the situation changes soon, the inevitable calls 
for JJ’s head may start. And that would be a shame because 
when he took over from Nigel Adkins we went on a run that 

propelled us to 11th with an outside chance of the play-offs. 
But confirmation of his new role seemed to change everything.

Suddenly, the same team that had pressed so high and 
hard, forcing errors from opponents, the team that fought 
for every ball, gave 110 per cent, faltered and fell away. We 
brought fans’ favourite Chuks Aneke back to the Valley in the 
transfer window and on a drizzling, Saturday in Cheltenham, 
he proved his worth with the last action of the game, bullying 

home in a goal mouth melee. Later, on social media, he 
was hailed as The Messiah.

Chuks wasn’t the only player added to 
the squad during the January window. We 

brought in: Nile John, a midfielder from 
Spurs; Scott Fraser, another midfielder 

for an undisclosed fee from Ipswich; 
Juan Castillo, a defender on loan 
from Chelsea.

Given that the Messiah is an 
unpredictable player better used as 
a super sub, and Stockley is injury 
prone, another striker would have 
been useful. But we need to find a 

formula amongst those present that 
produces regular results. Therein lies 

the problem. We are still shipping goals.
There are too many defensive errors 

as JJ continues to shuffle the pack, hoping 
to find the perfect combination at the back. The 

midfield, conspicuously absent early in the season, has 
become one of the club’s strengths.

George Dobson, who couldn’t even get onto the bench 
under Adkins is now a tower of strength under JJ helping 
to drive attacks forward with tenacious tackling and 
judicious passing.

Our home talent is yet again proving productive. Albie 
Morgan, 22, is growing into a fine attacking midfielder; winger 
Corey Blackett-Taylor is an exciting prospect and rapidly 
establishing himself as a regular member of the first 11. And 
striker Mason Burstow has already proved his merit. After 
games in the Papa John trophy and the FA Cup where he 
scored several goals, the 18-year-old was given his first team 
opportunity and immediately made an impact. It didn’t take 
long for the premiership to come sniffing and by the time the 
transfer window opened up, two teams were making bids.

Eventually Burstow signed for Chelsea, part of the deal 
being that he returns to finish his season at Charlton. We all 
wish him well.

We have now played 32 matches and are getting towards 
the endgame. We have won 11, drawn six and lost 15 and 
stand at 39 points. Sadly, these are not promotion stats.

But we have to remain optimistic. If we can get Stockley, 
Chuks and Washington fit and back to winning ways, gel 
the side into a cohesive fighting unit, a top six place is 
not impossible.

We need something to hope for. We can do it! Crongers 
fissed. COYR’s!

... A view from the terraces

St RICHARD’S 
CHURCH CENTRE
YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY ASSET 
(corner of Swallowfield Road and Sundorne Road)

HALL AND MEETING 
ROOMS FOR HIRE

one-to-one sessions 
group activities • classes 

exhibitions • children’s parties
COMPETITIVE RATES 

ONE-OFF or REGULAR BOOKINGS
info@charlton.church 
www.charlton.church
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The Old Cottage Coffee Shop
A traditional tea shop serving high

quality tea, coffee and snacks
Open every day from 10am in Charlton Park

Closes 4pm in winter
and 5pm in summer

Charlton Athletic have been on our doorsteps since football 
re-started after the First World War in the 1919/20 season. And 
apart from two periods away, one in the early 1920s and the 
seven-year Selhurst/Upton Park exile, The Addicks have called 
The Valley home ever since.

Modern ground regulations make it hard to imagine the 
stadium’s highest ever attendance of 75,031 against Aston 
Villa in the FA Cup in 1938 being matched again. But with 
several ticket initiatives so far this season and the ambitious 
plans of new owner Thomas Sandgaard, this campaign’s 
attendances have been healthy.

Supporters at that Villa game (which finished 1-1, the 
highlights are on YouTube) didn’t have access to the club’s 
matchday commentary service for the visually impaired, 
but eighty-four years later, it’s available at every first team 
home game.

Launched in the mid-1990s and hosted by BBC Minute 
presenter Jamie Whitehead, BBC journalist Harry Low, former 
Valley stadium announcer Dave Lockwood and lifelong Addick 
Rob Shaw, the free service offers a detailed audio-visual 
description for fans in all areas of the stadium.

As well as talking supporters through the action on the 
pitch, the service offers live in-game statistics as well as 
scores from other games which could affect Charlton’s 
position in the table come 4:45.

The four commentators are all lifelong Charlton supporters 
and football fans, and the intimate nature of the visually 
impaired commentary allows them to share the many stories 
such a way of life brings. And it’s not just football anecdotes, 
regular listeners will tell you that Jamie mentions falling into a 
pond in Fleetwood every time the Cod Army are in town.

So how is the service accessed? Supporters requiring the 
visually impaired commentary will need to purchase a match 
ticket. There have already been plenty of special offers this 
season and all home matches in February are Kids for a Quid.

Receivers are required and can be picked up before 
kick-off from the main reception by the West Stand Car 
park: head in past The Valley Superstore and it’s by the Sam 

Bartram statue. The club does provide headphones, but 
you can use your own if you would rather. Set your receiver 
to channel one and the commentary starts a few minutes 
before kick-off.

If you would rather book in advance, you can do so by 
calling 020 8333 4000. Supporters can have their equipment 
brought to their seats by club staff if needed but will need to 
return it themselves to reception after the game.

And if you are wondering how The Addicks FA Cup run 
went in 1938 … They drew 2-2 in a replay at Villa Park before 
losing a second replay at Highbury 4-1. None of the commen-
tators were at The Valley for the first game.

 ■ Ticket information for Charlton Athletic home games can be 
found at CAFC.co.uk, calling 0330 14 44 44 or by visiting the 
ticket office in person, opening hours are Mon-Fri 11am-5pm 
and from 10.30am on Saturday matchdays.

Jamie Whitehead 
giving an audio-visual 

commentary at the 2-0 
win against Fleetwood 

Town on 22 January

Victory in sight!
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BARKING MAD
Anti-social behaviour comes in many forms – from fly tipping 
to dog fouling, to noisy neighbours. We have recently been 
contacted by residents about incessant dog barking.

Despite our love of our four-legged friends, the noise of a 
dog barking can be both annoying and distressing. If you are 
concerned about an animal, the first port of call is always the 
RSPCA, to ensure the creature is not being abused.

Not all barking dogs are abused dogs. If the problem 
persists after an RSPCA inves-
tigation, you can continue to 
pursue this through the noise 
nuisance route, by contacting 
RBG’s Noise Nuisance team: 
ringing 020 8921 8921 or emailing 
pollutionregulation@royalgreenwich.gov.uk.

You may be asked to keep a record of 
the nuisance.

The council has the power to intervene 
to address the problem.

CROSSRAIL WILL OPEN 
BY THE SUMMER …
… is our slightly risky prediction for 2022: risky because 
it’s already well over three years late and risky because the 
current optimism about the decline of Covid could yet be 
a false dawn. But by the end of June at the latest is what 
Transport for London are now promising.

What is certain is that the first section to open will be 
from Abbey Wood through Woolwich to Paddington. Lots 
of trial runs with near empty trains have been going on in 
recent months and trial runs with large numbers of people 
getting on and off at all stations 
have started.

As we go to press, there 
is still a possible start date in 
March being considered, but 
May is more likely. On this core 
section the underground stations 
are all new and the overground 
Abbey Wood station has seen a 
major extension.

The second section, likely 
to be up and running in the 
second half of the year, is west 
from Paddington to Reading, 
including the spur to Heathrow, 
followed at some point with the 
route back east from Paddington 
to Shenfield.

Finally, all three sections will 
be joined in a single operation, the Elizabeth line, scheduled 
for May 2023. You may have seen the new trains on local 
television waiting in sidings for the last couple of years; 
trains up to nine carriages long could take 1500 passengers, 
including many standing at peak times, with step-free access 

at all the new central stations.
In the last 25 years we have seen the Jubilee Line at North 

Greenwich, the DLR to Greenwich town centre and Lewisham, 
and ten years later to Woolwich, all of which have greatly 
improved rail links in the borough. And now, at last, the new 
Elizabeth line.

From Charlton station we have got used to going to 
City airport via Woolwich in 10 to 15 minutes and, when it’s 
working properly, to St Pancras International or Luton Airport 

via Thameslink; soon we will 
be able to go direct to London 
Airport as well.

That’s good news if you 
can afford a holiday abroad, 
but how will it affect everyday 
travel? Potentially it means faster 
journeys and new links for many 
Londoners, if high use of the tube 
and overhead rail can be restored 
again after the pandemic.

Decisions on fares and 
frequency will influence their 
choices and with TfL’s financial 
future still to be resolved they 
remain uncertain.

Locally, it could ease traffic 
congestion a little, if car users 
can be persuaded to get to 

Woolwich or Abbey Wood and leave the car at home.
There are projections of a big reduction in the number of 

passengers passing through Charlton because they will use 
the Elizabeth line instead. Good news so long as they don’t 
then cut the number of trains. No predictions on that.
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On the Grapevine …
Book group
We finished the year with A Town Called Solace by Mary Lawson, 
which was a great hit with our members – love, loss and longing, 
told from three different characters and perspectives. We were 
drawn into that, which was a relationship space – not so much a 
small community, although that resonated – which was believable 
and compelling and showed the impact of life-changing events, 
and unrequited love.

We chose our next book by a vote and are reading Scenes from 
Early Life, Philip Hensher’s fictionalised account of his husband’s 
childhood in Bangladesh, which coincided with the labour pangs 
of a new country, described by one critic as “a fascinating feat 
of ventriloquism”.

Walking Group
We ended 2021 with two contrasting walks – the first, in 
November, had all the pleasures of autumn in just the right setting 
of woodlands. It included a look at the railway bridge from which, 
it is said, Edith Nesbit was inspired to write The Railway Children 
during the time she lived in a house in Baring Road. Support is 
being sought for a 7-hectare urban national park to be named 
after the book.

Our December walk broke from our traditional meeting time in 
the morning and spent an afternoon in central London admiring 
the Christmas lights. We strolled along the Thames looking at 
the vast array of Christmas-themed market stalls. This walk then 
inspired our January walk, through some of the back alleys, courts 
and lanes around Pall Mall and Piccadilly and ended with tea (or 
hot chocolate) at Fortnum & Mason.

If you would like to hear about future walks on the 
second Sunday of each month, please contact Jill 
on jillmo@btinternet.com.

Playing Out
We’re back on Sundorne Road. Come and join us with the road 
closed to through traffic from 15:30-17:30 enabling outdoor play, 
chalking the road, racing bikes and scooters and blowing bubbles! 
The dates for playing out are – 9 and 23 March; 6 and 20 April; 4 
and 18 May; 1, 15 and 29 June; 13 July.

Children of all ages are welcome, along with a responsible 
adult, and we warmly welcome volunteers to help steward the 
sessions. Get in touch with playingoutse7@gmail.com to find 
out more!

On the move
Regular and fun exercise continues on Monday mornings at St 
Richard’s Hall. If you’d like more detail or to be included on the 
waiting list, contact brendataggart49@gmail.com.

Singing Group
We followed a very successful performance at the Christmas Fair 
with two evenings of carol singing which were very well attended 
and raised over £660 for Greenwich Food Bank. We delayed the 
start of our regular Monday sessions because of health and safety 
concerns, but are now back to normal, though we keep the room 
ventilated. Our remaining sessions before Easter are on 7 & 21 

March. If you are interested in joining the group, please contact 
Chris on 020 8858 7377.

Instrumental Music Group (‘SE7’)
We returned to Cattleya on 28 November, and it was a pleasure to 
be playing there again after such a long break. The restaurant then 
closed, so we were unable to play there again until 20 February. 
We hope that this will mark the resumption of our regular evenings 
there. We are always interested in gaining new members, 
whatever your instrument or level of experience, and reading 
music is not essential. If you are interested in joining the group, 
please contact Chris on 020 8858 7377. 

Knit and Natter
After quite a long break due to illness and Covid restrictions, K&N 
is back. Join us in St Richard’s Hall, Swallowfield Road – 2pm to 
4pm on Tuesdays 29 March, 26 April, 31 May, 28 June and 26 
July. We guarantee great knitting and an excellent cuppa. Whether 
you are a beginner or experienced knitter you are welcome to join 
the group – actually, you don’t have to knit at all – just come along 
for the ‘nattering’ which is top notch.

Fiddlemuffs or Twiddlemuffs?
Can you help us?

Whatever you call them, these knitted muffs, covered in tactile 
materials, provide stimulation and reduce stress in sufferers of 
dementia, those with learning disabilities, and patients receiving 
chemotherapy. The Knit and Natter group have, in the past, 
produced these for a local Charlton care home. But now the 
London Ambulance Service wants to provide a muff as standard 
equipment in every ambulance, in order to lessen patient anxiety 
during hospital transfers.

We have plenty of wool, but we need additional haber-
dashery to embellish the muffs. If you can donate any of the 
following: broken jewellery, zips (can be cut off old garments), 
ribbon, beads, loops, buckles, buttons, key rings, pompoms or 
anything tactile that we could attach to a muff, please contact 
grapevine@charltonresidents.net or phone 07939090676.



Dates for your diary
Saturday 26 March
CCRA Spring Social
CCRA Wildlife Watch 2022
St Richard’s Church Centre
2pm-5pm
Full details on page 1

Saturday 9 April
Cuppa with a Copper
3pm on the pavement outside Charlton Station:
an opportunity for you to have time to talk with your
local police team & representatives of CCNW (our
local Neighbourhood Watch)

Saturday 2 July
Community Day
Full details in forthcoming editions of Grapevine
Saturday 10 September
Flower, produce and craft show
Details of categories in Grapevine 65

Saturday 8 October
CCRA AGM and Quiz Night
Full details nearer the time

WATCH THIS SPACE for more details
of our next very popular Open 
Gardens Day. If you’re interested in 

opening your garden later this year, 
contact grapevine@charltonresidents.net

THUMBS  UP
A big thank you to the guerrilla gardeners who 
regularly clear the dog mess, weeds and litter 
from the entrance to Warren Walk steps from 
Elliscombe Road to Charlton Church Lane. We 
know who you are!

THUMBS DOWN!
to all those who discard used face 
masks on the pavements in our area. 
Please dispose of them responsibly!

Contributions to this column welcome!

GRAPEVINE
Comments, feedback, queries or material for the next edition of Grapevine 
should be emailed to grapevine@charltonresidents.net by Monday 25 
April. Alternatively, phone Joy Ogden on 020 8293 3034 or Bob Smith on 
020 8853 2697. Grapevine reaches 900 homes and retail outlets, in our 
designated area and beyond. To advertise, contact grapevine@charltonres-
idents.net. Rates for individuals and small businesses: small ads up to 15 
words plus contact details: £10 for 1 issue, £30 for four. Panel ads single 
column 8cm x 8cm: £40 for 1-4 issues, £35 for 5+. Other sizes, please 
enquire. Check your local noticeboard, the next Grapevine, our website 
(please note new address charltonresidents.net), Twitter (@ccra_se7) and 
Facebook (facebook.com/centralcharlton) for details of CCRA events.




