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… A view from the terraces
In full song again
QUESTION: When was the last 
time Charlton started a season with 
three wins?
ANSWER: 2011. Supplementary 
question: What happened that 
season? Well … we didn’t sack 
several managers and end up 
getting relegated. We emerged 
as champions and got promoted!

I’m only saying … Yes, I know it’s 
early days to get our hopes up and just 
in case we do start thinking this could 
be the season, the Boys sent back 
a stark reminder that it’s not all plain 
sailing by losing 0-2 away at Reading 
the following week.

It didn’t please the hundreds of 
fans who travelled to watch them and it 
certainly didn’t please the manager who 
was spitting bullets at his post match 
press interview. Clearly that result was 
not in his game plan and I wouldn’t 

have wanted to be in the dressing 
room afterwards.

So far Nathan Jones has proved 
his reputation as a first-class 

manager by turning out a fit and 
determined team brimming with 
individual talent but also working 
seamlessly as a unit. Their modus 

operandi is hard press and don’t let 
the opposition settle down.

Watching at the Valley has been a 
pleasure this season as we see the Boys 
combining their talents and putting on 
a dazzling display. The home fans have 
reacted with plenty of vocal enthusiasm 
and it’s great to hear the Valley in full 
song again.

The team is so well balanced that it’s 
hard to single out players but one or two 
have certainly caught my eye; Connor 
Coventry the young midfielder brought 
in as a replacement for iconic captain 

George Dobson, is growing into his role 
impressively; the two wing backs Small 
and Ramsay are exceptional, defending 
hard but always ready to counter-attack. 
Lloyd Jones in the centre of the defence 
is tall and strong and determined that 
nothing gets past him. In fact the whole 
defensive unit has been virtually impen-
etrable (apart from Reading).

We miss Alfie May who continues 
his scoring success at Birmingham 
but the front men are doing well. We 
look forward to the return of long-term 
injured Miles Leaburn. He is now training 
with the squad and only days away 
from real time action. His reappearance 
should boost the striking potential. 

Chuks Aneke maintains his role as a 
game-changing sub and so far he has 
upped the tempo of every game from 
the moment he comes on. It would be 
nice to see him score.

Charlton Women now at the Valley
The club’s investment in a new semi 
synthetic pitch has paid dividends. Its 
durable playing surface allows more 
games to be played regularly and that 
has meant Charlton’s Women’s team 
will now be playing home matches at 

the Valley and kicked off their campaign 
in fine style beating Portsmouth 3-0. 
Previously they were based in Crayford 
so we can expect good attendances at 
home from now on. Also on the cards is 
the prospect of premier rugby union at 

the Valley with the news that Wasps who 
went bust two years ago with debts of 
£95million are in talks to reform and play 
at the Valley. The plan is for Wasps to 
build a new stadium at Swanley but until 
then they may play their games in SE 7.
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The Old Cottage Coffee Shop
A traditional tea shop serving high

quality tea, coffee and snacks
Open every day from 10am in Charlton Park
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On the Grapevine …
Knit and Natter 
(in the community café)
Last year K&N teamed up with the Charlton Benefice to run 
a Community Café, which is a warm place to enjoy good 
company, good cake and an opportunity to play a board 
game (old favourites or bring your own) or practise your craft. 
St Richard’s Hall provides a warm place to visit during the 
long cold winter days. The café will run in St Richard’s Hall, 
Swallowfield Road from 2pm to 4pm on: 24 September, 29 
October, 26 November and 17 December 2024. Pop in for an 
enjoyable afternoon.

Singing Group
We will be starting up again on 9 September, continuing on 
alternate Mondays until December. The full list of dates is: 9 
and 23 September; 7 and 21 October; 4 and 18 November; 
and 2 December. Carol singing is provisionally arranged for 
16 & 17 December. The aim of the group is to sing for our 
own pleasure, although we do give occasional performances, 
mainly at CCRA events such as the Christmas Fair. There 
is no audition process, and everyone is welcome. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact Chris on 020 8858 
7377 – or just come along to one of our sessions.

Instrumental Music Group (SE7)
Now the summer break is over, we will resume our regular 
sessions at Cattleya, in Charlton Church Lane, so please 
look out for a date in September. As well as a wide range 
of music from the band, these evenings often include spots 
from other singers and musicians. We are always interested 
in gaining new members, whatever your instrument or level of 
experience, and reading music is not essential. If you would 
like to find out more about the group, please contact Chris on 
020 8858 7377.

Book group
September’s read is Bee Sting by Paul Murray and in October 
we’re planning to read The Namesake by Jumpha Lahiri. If 
you’re interested in joining us ring Linda on 020 8858 7377.

Charlton Community Gardens
The raised beds at Charlton station are producing small, round 
courgettes and tomatoes. Just help yourself – it’s a garden 
by the community for the community! Volunteers are always 
welcome – at the station or at the orchard in Charlton Park.
Email charltoncommunitygardens@gmail.com and join the 
mailing list.

Walking group
Historic Rochester was our choice for July’s walk. Significant 
buildings include the Cathedral, founded in 604 and the 12th 
century Castle. We found many references to Charles Dickens, 
including Eastgate House, which he renamed as Westgate 
House for The Pickwick Papers, and the Nun’s House for The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood, his final novel.
August’s walk took us to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 
which recalled the events of 2012 London Games and looking 
to the ’24 Paris Games about to open. September’s walk in 
Leigh-on-Sea will be an exception but normally we meet up on 
the second Sunday of the month, 10.00 at Charlton Station. 
Email Jill if you’d like more details: jillmo@btinternet.com

Rochester Castle
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Dates for 
your diary
Saturday 5 October
CCRA AGM & 
Quiz Night
St Richard’s Hall
See page 2 for full 
details of both events

Saturday 7 December
Christmas Fayre
Full details in the next 
issue of Grapevine

Monday and 
Tuesday 16 & 

17 December
Carol singing in our area 
(dates to be confirmed)
Full details in the next 
issue of Grapevine

GRAPEVINE
Comments, feedback, queries 
or material for the next edition of 
Grapevine should be emailed to 
grapevine@charltonresidents.net by 
Monday 4 November 2024. Alternatively, 
phone Joy Ogden on 020 8293 3034 or 
Bob Smith on 020 8853 2697. Grapevine 
reaches 900 homes and retail outlets in 
our designated area and beyond.
TO ADVERTISE, contact 
grapevine@charltonresidents.net. Rates 
for individuals and small businesses: small 
ads up to 15 words plus contact details: 
£10 for one issue, £30 for four. 
Panel ads single column 8cm x 8cm: £40 
each for 1-4 issues, £35 each for 5+. Other 
sizes, please enquire.
CHECK your local noticeboard, the next 
Grapevine, our website (please note 
new address: charltonresidents.net), 
Twitter (@ccra_se7) and Facebook 
(facebook.com/centralcharlton) for details 
of CCRA events.

THUMBS UP
Thumbs up to those who celebrated Banksy’s 
iconic picture in Charlton

THUMBS DOWN!
Thumbs Down to the hooded man who defaced it 
with his graffiti

Contributions to this column welcome!

Charlton’s Banksy 
mural is defaced
Just 24 hours after the street artist 
Banksy decorated a wall in Westmoor 
Street, Charlton with one of his iconic 
works, it was defaced with a graffiti tag.

Sightseers rushed to see the picture 
of a rhino mounting a dumped Nissan 
Micra – his eighth animal picture in eight 
days in London – only to be astounded 

when a young hooded man walked up 
to the artwork and sprayed it. He left to 
hisses and boos.

Soon after Greenwich Council arrived 
and erected a protective screen around 
the artwork.

The Micra has since disappeared. 
The rhino remains.

CONTACTING YOUR COUNCILLORS
Our local councillors are Cllr. Jo van den Broek and Cllr Gary Dillon. Jo can be 
contacted on 020 8921 5045 or by email on Jo.VanDenBroek@royalgreenwich.
gov.uk. If you wish to contact Cllr Gary Dillon please call 07931 555219/0208 
921 5045 or email him on gary.dillon@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

Our councillors’ surgery sessions are on the first, third and fifth 
Saturday of the month from, 10 to11am at Charlton House, SE7 8RE 
on rotation with Charlton Hornfair Ward Councillors (Cllr Clare Burke-
McDonald and Lakshan Saldin).

Toy library update
Charlton Toy Library currently based 
at Charlton House is a much-loved 
local amenity, used by families in 
our area over decades, as well 
as providing outreach support to 
disadvantaged groups. You may 
have heard that the Toy Library has 
been asked to move to an alterna-
tive venue. Toy library personnel 
are currently in discussion with 
Greenwich councillors and officers 
and the Heritage Trust trustees to find 
a mutually agreed solution. 
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